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Hi, if you like, please share anywhere. I’d really appreciate it. Thanks

Donald Trump, Meet Jud Hammond.

A 1930’s, Hollywood Fascist fantasy inspires an alternative vision for the
Trump regime.
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Ever since Donald Trump’s 2024 victory, a film’s been rattling around my
head — an obscure film I saw in college many years ago. Until recently, I’d
never met another human being who’d heard of Gabriel Over the White House,
let alone seen it. Made in 1932, and released the following year, the movie
was directed by Gregory La Cava and stars Walter Houston and Franchot
Tone.

Truth is, Gabriel Over the White House, may not be as obscure as I think. In
2018, inspired by Trump’s first term in office, Jeff Greenfield wrote about the
film in Politico. Here’s a link to that very interesting piece:

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/03/25/gabriel-over-the-white-
house-fdr-inauguration-217349/

One thing, though. Mr. Greenfield ends by saying that the guardrails that
have prevented presidents from ruling as autocrats in the past will protect
democracy today — today being 2018. In 2025, that faith seems tragically
misplaced.
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Now, before we go further, it will help to know what actually happens in
Gabriel Over the White House. Here’s goes:

It’s 1932. America is racked by the Depression and Judson (Jud) Hammond
has just been inaugurated President. Hammond, played by Walter Houston,
is a feckless, glad-handing, empty suit, surrounded by the rich, powerful
men who got him elected. “What about when the people realize I’m not going to
keep any of my promises.”, he says with a grin. “You’ll be long gone by then.”, the
fat cat reassures.

In his first days in office, Hammond casually dismisses raging
unemployment and crime as local problems, none of his concern.

One day, while racing his own police escort, Hammond plunges his car off
the road. The accident leaves the President in a coma. Unconscious in bed at
the White House, Hammond’s time seems short. Suddenly, a gentle breeze
billows the curtains of an open window. Hammond is bathed in a warm
glow. In some unknowable distance, a horn blows softly. (You got it. The
Angel Gabriel.)

Cut to Hammond awake, a changed — and charged — man. With John
Brown-like intensity, the new Jud Hammond is a champion of the little guy,
of fairness, of work for those who need it, of government as an engine of the
greater good. In short, a champion of an un-named New Deal. (Backed by
money from William Randolph Hearst, the film was an unabashed plea for
President-Elect Franklin Roosevelt to rule as a dictator if Congress and the
Courts stood in the way.)

“I’ve read the Constitution…As President, I have quite a bit of power.” That’s
Hammond, in a joint session of Congress. In short order, he uses the threat
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of martial law to force Congress to adjourn itself, indefinitely. Meeting with
an army of the unemployed. Creating WPA-like projects. Tackling
immigrant-driven crime with summary executions — at the Statue of Liberty,
no less. The new Jud Hammond can’t be stopped, literally. (Curiously,
Hammond’s issue with bootlegging isn’t criminality. It’s cash flow. He wants
the government in on the action.)

Hammond turns his attention to the nation’s finances. He’s obsessed with
the debt owed the US by our Great War allies. Hammond threatens the
nations of the world with destruction from the air. All must disarm,
immediately. The monies saved will be given to the US to pay back debts.
With our Treasury coffers sufficiently topped, America will now guarantee
world peace — or else.

All that. In just 86 minutes. No wonder the film ends with Hammond
collapsing as world leaders gather to sign his peace deal. Another breeze. An
ethereal glow. An ever-so-mournful horn in the distance and America’s
martyr dictator departs for the beyond.

The power of perverse parallels.

The fictional story of Jud Hammond and the reality of Donald Trump are, in
many ways, fun house mirror reflections of each other. Distorted. And
damning.
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Hammond doesn’t govern. He rules. As a dictator. Trump, armed with
lawless executive orders and a Republican Congress that has adjourned its
duty seeks the same.

For Hammond, illicit alcohol is an excuse to trample law, due-process. For
Trump, fentanyl serves the same purpose.

Hammond wants to rid the country of ‘immigrant crime’ — Italian organized
crime. Trump wants to rid the country of ‘immigrant crime’ — Latin
American drug gangs.

Hammond believes America’s allies are ripping her off by not paying their
war debts. Trump believes America’s allies are ripping her off by not paying
enough for their own defense.

Hell, both men have a penchant for nicknames.

Lastly, divine intervention plays a critical role in both men’s the story.

For Hammond, it offers a perverse kind of redemption.

For Trump, a bloody ear in rural Pennsylvania supercharges the MAGA
mantra that he is, indeed, God’s instrument.

God’s instrument. Hmm…Makes you wonder. Quite a few people who voted
for the current President are experiencing a bit of buyer’s remorse. Perhaps
the divinity that helped The Donald dodge a bullet feels the same. In that
case, it might be time for another intervention:
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AUTHOR’S NOTE: Hi and thanks for reading this far. As far as I can tell,
screenplay format is not a seamless fit for Medium. Please use your scroll
bar to page through what follows. It works better. Thanks, again.
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