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2017 MLK EDUCATION AWARDS
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Commission on Status of Women
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Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniels
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	 Flyers, Logistical 
	 Planning
Santa Monica College 
	  – Photography, Publicity
Santa Monica College Associates 	
	 – Pre-event Reception
Santa Monica College Community 
and Academic Relations 
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Santa Monica College Foundation 	
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Sue Schuerman 
	 – Secretarial supplies

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Chris Sanborn - DragonflyInk
Howard Harrison & Fisotec
	 Security
International Printing &
	 Typesetting
Mary Pat Cooney, Stage Manager
SGI Stage Crew and Volunteers -
    	 Tony Gregg, Technical 
	 Director John Bolle, 		
	 Sound Engineer
The Flavor Table -
   	 Marilyn Wallace and 
	 Quintella Smith



HISTORY

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Westside 
Coalition was founded in 1986, as a community partnership 
with the City of Santa Monica, Santa Monica College, Westside 
Interfaith Council, NAACP Santa Monica Venice Branch, Neigh-
borhood Resource Development Corporation, Temple Beth Shir 
Shalom, NCCJ (which became the Human Relations Council 
of Santa Monica Bay Area) and others.  Today the coalition is a 
nonprofit organization comprised of a diverse group of volunteers 
including individual community members, churches, institutions, 
community organizations, and businesses.

MISSION STATEMENT

To educate adults and youth,
To inspire community participation, and

To promote the ideals of
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

for understanding, knowledge and healing.

VISION

To remind the community of
Dr. King’s challenge to bring
peace, hope, love and dignity

to all peoples of the earth, and

Dr. King’s vision of a worldwide community
that respects and values all people,

presses for social and economic justice,
and counters racism, sexism and intolerance

through nonviolent action.



The COMMITTEE for RACIAL JUSTICE

The Committee for Racial Justice formed during the Summer of 2011 in the 
wake of a racial incident at Santa Monica High School.  This Santa Monica-based 
grassroots group engages the community on local African-American educational, 
economic, environmental, civil and criminal justice issues. 

The Committee’s monthly community workshops feature presentations 
that challenge conventional thinking on educational inequities, community 
policing, mass incarceration, white privilege, environmental racism and the 
connections among them.  

In addition, the Committee for Racial Justice collaborates with local and 
regional organizations to hold community Days of Dialogue, vigils, candidate 
forums and film screenings that inspire participants to “Stand Against Injustice.”  





Kathryn E. Jeffery, PhD, was appointed to the position of Superintendent 
and President of Santa Monica College (SMC) in November 2015, and took 
office as CEO of California’s leading transfer institution in February 2016. 
Dr. Jeffery comes to SMC after serving nearly eight years as president of 
Sacramento City College (SCC).

Dr. Jeffery brings over three decades of diverse higher education experi-
ence to SMC, as a former professor, counselor, and administrator.  She 
is a passionate advocate for higher education, and one who takes pride 
in a student-centered approach to leadership and decision-making.  Dr. 
Jeffery is also a talented classical musician having obtained a Bachelor 
of Music Education at Oklahoma State University with a major in piano 
and minor in voice. 

Keynote Speaker Dr. Kathryn E. Jeffery
PhD., Superintendent and President of Santa Monica College (SMC)





The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Westside Coalition

COMMUNITY LIGHT AWARD

Presented to

THE COMMITTEE FOR
RACIAL JUSTICE

For honoring the legacy of Dr. King

by addressing African-American educational,

economic, civil and criminal justice issues

through its monthly community workshops and 

collaborative activities.

January 16, 2017



EDUCATION AWARDS

Alessadro Chimienti is a student at Santa Monica 
College with the goal to transfer to a university with a 
major in Music.

With a passion for music and language, Alessandro 
shares his love for music by raising the awareness 
to support youth in countries where natural disasters 
took place.  Visiting the children and helping inspire 
them with music thereby creating harmony, courage 
and love.

Mia Love designed a dance for her entry to 
signify her belief that through dance a powerful 
message like Dr. King’s Six Principles can stay 
alive to bring change to the world through non 
violence. Ms. Love inspires others by becoming 
a role model for other youth as she transforms 
her world through the art form in dance and 
movement. Struggling to work and study as a 
full time student, Mia strives wholeheartedly to 
save her finances to pursue her studies with 
the goal of transferring from SMC to the uni-
versity level while majoring in Psychology and 
Mental Illness. 

Isaiah Njoku is majoring in the Nursing program at 
Santa Monica College. Isaiah was part of the stu-
dent government for three years, captain of his high 
school varsity basketball team for his junior and 
senior year, graduating with a 4.0 GPA. Isaiah has a 
passion for helping others, while being a student in 
the Scholars program and director of activities for 
the Black Collegians Club.

Georgina Tingle, a Culver City high school student 
wrote a poem titled ‘Begin Again’ while touching 
upon Dr. King’s Principle of Nonviolence seeks 
to defeat injustice not people and non violence 
chooses love instead of hate.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Darlene Evans, Chair
Ann Miks, Vice-Chair
Sue Schuerman, Secretary
Carolyn Baugh, Treasurer
Darrell Goode
Howard Harrison
Rosemary Martinez
Ian McIlraith
Zelda Pollock
Michele Prince
Jeffrey Prince
LaVerne Ross
Stephanie Sidney
Bishop Willis Tait, Sr. (Ret.)
Omid Toloui
Nathaniel Trives
Monika White
Debra Williams
Michele Wittig
Christie Woo-Thibodeaux
Parand Karen Youssefi

FOUNDERS CIRCLE

City of Santa Monica
Santa Monica College
Santa Monica College Foundation
Santa Monica College Associates
Nathaniel Trives
SGI-USA
The RAND Corporation

BENEFACTORS

Harding Larmore Kutcher & 		
	 Kozal, LLP
Saman and Omid Toloui

PATRONS

Erin Mills
	 (in honor of Darlene Evans)
Bahai’s of Santa Monica
Beth Shir Shalom
Calvary Baptist Church 
Commission on Status of Women
Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniels
Carolyne & Bill Edwards
Bruria Finkel & Family (In Memory 	
	 of Judge David Finkel)
Judy Neveau
Sue Schuerman
Bishop Willis Tait, Sr.
Curt & Michele Wittig

FRIENDS

Darlene Evans
Carolyn Baugh
Dale & Liz Bell
Children’s Lifesaving Foundation
Joseph E. Deering
Emmanuel Community By The Sea
Juneteenth Celebration
K9 Connections
League of Women Voters Santa 		
	 Monica
Carol Meckler
Philomathean Charity Club Inc.
Quinn Research Center
Ilse Rosenstein
Corliss Reed
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified 		
	 School District
Unitarian Universalist Community 	
	 Church
Monika White & Roger E. Goodman
Western Ministerial Alliance
Womens International League for 	
	 Peace & Freedom



PROGRAM OF THE DAY
CALL TO THE 		  SGI-USA Ikeda Kings Orchestra
AUDITORIUM:

INVOCATION: 		  Rabbi Gabriel Botnick, Mishkon Tephilo Synagogue  
		
WELCOME: 		  Darlene Evans, Chair, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,  	
			   Jr. Westside Coalition                                       	
 	                	
PERFORMANCE:  	 William Bryant’s Gospel Community Emeritus Choir, 
			   William Bryant, Director 

PRESENTATION OF 	 Michele Prince, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 	
EDUCATION AWARDS	 Westside Coalition 
			 
PERFORMANCE: 		 Pretenders Studio Dancers
			   Ms. Lisa Gumenick, Director

COMMUNITY LIGHT 	 Omid Toloui, (Bahai representative) introduction  to 
AWARD PRESENTATION	 Committee for Racial Justice, Joanne Berlin, Steering 	
			   Committee Member 
	
PERFORMANCE: 		 William Bryant’s Gospel Community Emeritus Choir, 
			   William Bryant, Director

INTRODUCTION OF 	 Kathryn Jeffery, Ph.D., Santa Monica College President
KEYNOTE SPEAKER  	 by Terrance Ware Jr., President of the Associated Students, 	
			   Santa Monica College 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  	 Kathryn Jeffery, Ph.D., Santa Monica College President
				  
PERFORMANCE: 		 Pretenders Studio Dancers
			   Ms. Lisa Gumenick, Director

LITURGY: 		  Bishop Willis Tait Sr., Emmanuel Community Church 	
			   (Ret.)

BENEDICTION: 		  Rev. Reuben W. Ford, First African Methodist Episcopal 	
			   Church

	  Please join hands as we sing  “We Shall Overcome” led by the 
	                     William Bryant’s Gospel Community Choir	

Please join us as at The Community Involvement Fair at St. Monica Church, one block east, and 
one block north, at 701 California Avenue.  The Community Involvement Fair will be held there, 

in its Grand Pavilion.  For those of you who walk with us, bear in mind that the SGI parking 
structure will remain open until 1:00 pm for you to pick up your cars.  For those who wish to 

drive, there is a parking structure available at St. Monica’s.



“Injustice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere. We are 

caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality, tied in a 

single garment of destiny. What-
ever affects one directly, affects 

all indirectly.”

Martin Luther King, Jr 

“Letter From a Birmingham Jail”


