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Catchment conversations

Robin Manson studies some of the posters on display at last week's Takaka catchment hui. Photo: Jo Richards.

JO RICHARDS

Farmers, horticulturalists, lifestylers, and
conservationists gathered at the Rec Park
Centre last week for a conversation about the
Takaka catchment.

Overtwo sessions on Wednesday afternoon,
speakers representing 16 different catchment
enhancement initiatives shared their ideas and
experiences with each other and around two
dozen other attendees.

Organiser, Ursula Passl from Tasman
Environmental Trust, opened the forum
by pointing out the “special nature” of the
catchment which she said extends “from the
mountains to the sea”and is intimately linked
with the people living in it. “Everyone in the
community is connected, everything in the
catchment is connected.”

The first speaker, Willow Milligan provided
an overview of Manawhenua ki Mohua'’s
monitoring programme which employs a
team of five monitors to assess the health of
the catchment. A number of indicators are
used, such as riparian vegetation, streambed
condition, and taonga species, plus several
water quality parameters — which from July
will include arsenic concentrations.
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One of the key connectionsin the catchment
is between the surface water and the aquifer
system. Phil Castle gave an illustrated talk
about the underground cave system, parts
of which he said had been discovered only
recently. Commenting on one of his photos,
Phil said,“This cave is only a few metres above
the aquifer.”

Corrigan Sowman, the first of eight
farmers to talk about their on-farm initiatives,
described his property in the Uruwhenua
area as “a unique farming landscape”. The
third-generation farmer said as part of a
15-year “journey of sustainability” he now
“understood the soil better” and had healthy
pasture. Amongst the changes made during
his journey, Corrigan has installed an efficient
irrigation system, reduced stocking and
fertiliser use, fenced waterways, built a large
effluent pond, and planted around 10,000
trees.

Other farmers — from Motupipi to Rainbow
Valley - shared their own initiatives which
focussed on similar measures, most commonly,
fencing waterways, riparian planting, wetland
creation, and understanding soil biology.

For some, the sustainability journey started
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last century. Dairy farmer Kathy Reilly began
protecting the Motupipi River in 1999 when
she and husband Tony built a bridge over the
river so that their cows would not have to ford
the waterway twice a day. Amongst a myriad
of initiatives, the couple has since carried out
extensive riparian planting with help from
Stream Care and constructed a wetland as part
of a“Jobs for Nature” programme.

Even earlier, higher up the catchment,
farmer Robin Manson, under the Trees
on Farms project, planted trees in fenced
off blocks which were protected by QElI
covenants. Robin explained that a Millennium
Fund grant of $25,000 enabled 50 blocks to
be planted on farms over a three-year period.
“About 40 blocks have survived,” said Robin.

Much of the riparian planting is facilitated
by local nurseries. Two nursery owners —
Katie Edmondson from Mohua Nursery
and Meret Weiss of OK Grow - each spoke
about their businesses and how they can
support catchment enhancement initiatives
by designing planting plans, supplying the
plants and working with community groups

including schools.
Continued on page 2
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GB Easter events

JO RICHARDS

This Easter weekend, no matter what the
weather, Golden Bay has plenty of things
to do and see.

Easter Book Fair

Held at Motupipi Hall, the Easter Book
Fair opens at 9am on Saturday. Bargain
hunters will be able to browse for books
and partake of home baking until early
afternoon.

Easter Book Fair is at Motupipi Hall on
Saturday 19 April, 9am-2pm.

Balfolk dancing

Starting on Easter Day, Balfolk Golden
Bay is running a five-day programme of
dance workshops, potluck dinners and
evening dances. The workshops will be
facilitated by Kate Grace, co-founder of
Balfolk NZ, who will also lead an evening
bal with live music on the Wednesday
evening.

Explore the Balfolk Buzz: from Frenzy to
Flow! Workshops, live music and dancing.
Sunday 20 - Thursday 24 April. All sessions
koha. For more information about Balfolk,
see article on page 3.

Cohousing Easter Fair

On Easter Day Takaka Cohousing group
is hosting its Easter Fair at its community
on Meihana Street.

Activities and entertainmentinclude an
egg hunt, lawn games, cake and second-
hand stalls, plus live music. For anyone
interested in finding out more about the
development there will be house tours and
cohousing chats on the day.

Takaka Cohousing Easter Fair is at 43
Meihana Street on Sunday 20 April, 12-
3pm. Free entry.

Museum Steam-Up

Also happening on Easter Day, Rockville
Museum opens its doors for the traditional
Easter Steam-Up.

While one day is hardly enough to see
everything at the museum, there are a few
special steam-up highlights, including the
opportunity to soak up the sight, sound...

Continued on page 3
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Cake news! Good sorts get rewards

RONNIE SHORT

Cheryl Elsey, of Good As Gold Café in Takaka's Marigold
Way, has initiated a monthly reward of a cake to a voluntary
organisation or individual. (Cakes are sized accordingly).

“| feel like what makes the community tick is the people,
and volunteers are becoming fewer and fewer. | just wanted to
acknowledge that they do a great job, and without them a lot of
organisations just wouldn't operate,” explained Cheryl.

Considering winter as being a“bit of a harder time”for people,
Cheryl thought of the idea as“something nice” by way of a thank
you to those volunteering on behalf of the community. She sees
the concept as “paying it forward” whereby people are given
something unexpected, which they don't have to pay for, nor
are there any obligations to pay back.

“Hopefully, that passes onto somebody else then that's a
continual trade,” said Cheryl.

Nominations can be made via the Good As Gold Facebook
page, or a handwritten note which can be popped into a box
at the cafe.

“Its just nice to say thanks. | find a lot of the volunteers in the
Bay are of the older generation. I'm hoping that some of the
youngsters may be inspired by the opportunity to do something
for nothing and have the good feeling that comes with that,
and the sense of community and of helping others without
personal reward.”

Good As Gold bake a lot of cakes for various events and Cheryl
considers they are very lucky to have Rob, “a fabulous baker,
(pastry chef actually)”who bakes the beautifully decorated treats.

L

Cheryl Elsey of Good As Gold Café with the nominate-a-volunteer
box, drawn on the first Friday of every month throughout winter,
the volunteer recipient chosen receives a cake by way of thank
YOU. Photo: Ronnie Short.

At the end of each month for five months throughout winter

"

a volunteer recipient will be drawn, “just to spread some joy,
says Cheryl.

Catchment conversations

Continued from page 1

Development in the lower catchment, which is prone to
flooding, highlights the tension between the need for housing
and the need to ensure safety for residents. Referring to the
Takaka Cohousing development, CJ Webster explained how the
land was modified to protect against flood events. She added
that the large area not occupied by the neighbourhoods was to
be made available for public use and currently being designed
to incorporate forest and outdoor classrooms.

Closer to the sea, the river spreads out to form a lowland
delta. Speaking in a personal capacity Andrew Lamason
described the area as a very special place which is now under
threat from salt intrusion caused by sea level rise. “Habitats
need to be able to retreat back - it's a really big issue,” said
Andrew. “We should start the conversation as to how we
approach this!”

There had been a good deal of conversation around planting
vegetation but, in rounding off the in-person presentations,
Chris Rowse from Project De-Vine spoke about the history and
the work of the group which is concerned with eradicating
pest plants.

Finally, a video produced by the Mohua Marine Trust of
footage of Golden Bay’s somewhat barren seabed graphically
showed where the water from the mountains reaches the end
of its riverine journey.

Last Wednesday’s event is seen by Ursula as the beginning
of an ongoing conversation.“Over the next couple of months,
there will be opportunities for more community storytelling
through various avenues...”

Ursula says the next event, planned for 3 May, is “a hikoi
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Catchment enhancement: A reconfiguration of a 250m stretch of
the Motupipi River was carried out in 2021. File Photo.

through the Takaka Valley — from mountains to sea, stopping
at interesting and unique sites along the way".

Anyone interested in participating is asked to contact Ursula
at: ursulapassl@tet.org.nz
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Golden Bay Easter events

Continued from page 1
..and smell of old engines as they chug away, and to watch a
blacksmith in action at the museum’s working forge.

Elsewhere, the vast and varied collection of permanent
exhibits ranges from vintage tractors, saddlery and farm
machinery, to vintage radios, local history books and red
telephone boxes.

After working up an appetite, visitors can head to the
Pioneer Kitchen for scones, sausages and drinks.

Easter Steam-Up Day is at Rockville Museum on Sunday 20
April, T0am-3pm. Donation on entry appreciated.

Vintage Clothing Extravaganza

Further up the Aorere Valley the Langford Store at Bainham
is hosting its Vintage Clothing Extravaganza over the weekend.

Anyone seeking out boutique retro threads should head to
the iconic store where collections of fine clothing from Parrot
Moon, Meisje Vintage, Emma Tree Vintage and Ernest Attire and
Frith will be on display and for sale all day Saturday and Sunday.

As well as providing the opportunity to check out some
timeless fashions, a trip to the store also offers the chance
to soak up the history of this famous institution, explore
the fascinating memorabilia on show, and enjoy traditional

homebaking with a refreshing beverage.

Vintage Clothing Extravaganza is at The Langford Store,
Bainham on Saturday 19, Sunday 20 April, 10am-4pm.

Full Moon Art Show

The Full Moon Artist Group is expanding its orbit with an
Easter show featuring the work of a range of local artists.

The show, which takes place in Pakawau Hall over three days
of Easter weekend, is now in its third year and fast becoming
an annual fixture.

The works on display include paintings, photography,
jewellery and fibre art. The guest artist this year is Pakawau
resident Adrian Barrett.

Full Moon Art Show is at Pakawau Memorial Hall: Saturday
19 and Sunday 20 April, 10am-3pm; Monday 21 April, 10am-
1pm. Koha entry.

Music and live entertainment

There will be no shortage of entertainment at the Bay’s
many well-known watering holes, including live music at The
Mussel Inn on Saturday and a jam-packed programme of music,
comedy and menu specials at the Nikau Café and Barin Pohara.

For more details of the above and other events going on
over Easter, see adverts on pages 14 and 15.

Balfolk buzz, from frenzy to flow

SUBMITTED

A renaissance is taking place in the realm of Balfolk. Older
styles of folk dance are being revitalised and updated, and
the music is reappearing, honouring the best of the past and
moving forward with fresh arrangements and improvisations.

Members of Balfolk Golden Bay have been running a series
of dance workshops and events over the past year in Takaka,
and currently have a weekly session each Tuesday at the Senior
Citizens' Hall from 5pm-6.30pm.

The members are excited by the prospect of enhancing
their range and expertise in these modern interpretations
of traditional European dances under the guidance of Kate
Grace, one of the co-founders of Balfolk in New Zealand, who
is coming to the Bay for five days during the Easter holidays.

From Sunday 20 until Thursday 24 April, Kate will lead a
workshop each afternoon to introduce people to a range of
circle, group and partner dances, as well as helping people
further their technique and understanding.

Two evenings of Balfolk music and dancing are also
scheduled, on Sunday 20 and Wednesday 23 April. Some
dances may be briefly explained by Kate on the night, yet it's
more about tuning into the music and flow of the dance, with
room for improvising. At each bal, people can practice new
skills and dances, be swept along and supported by those with
more experience, and enjoy the social occasion of dancing or
just listening to live music from the talented musicians of local
group Hullabalou.

Balfolk offers something for everyone; singles, couples,
novices, experienced and the curious. The huge variety of
dances support many of the best health outcomes that dancing
is renowned for, and is a fun and meaningful way to bring
people together and enhance community connections.

Golden Bay Community Health
e Hauora o Mohua

Easter Weekend Clinics

Good Friday — 10am-1pm
Saturday - 10am-1pm

Sunday — No Clinic — please call our afterhours
service on 03 525 0060 or 111 if an emergency.

Easter Monday — 10am-1pm

PAYMENT IS REQUIRED ON THE DAY

Please note: Afterhours rates apply
for weekend and public holidays

Happy Easter from all the team at GBCH

Local group Hullabalou. Photo: Submitted.

Many of the dances are of French origin, as is the term bal,
rather than ball as used in English, hence the term Balfolk - a
Folk Ball. Some of the dances are fairly straightforward and
repetitive in structure, becoming meditative and trance-like.
Others are mixers, swapping partners as the dance progresses
ina circle, whilst others are partner dances in a more traditional
sense, yet done in a new way.

Everyone s invited to come along and give ita go, move, feel,
connect, grow and explore the Balfolk buzz, from frenzy to flow.

Admission to all sessions are by koha, pay what you can afford.

For the schedule of workshops and Balfolk Bals, see display
ad on page 14, visit the Facebook group Balfolk Golden Bay
Collective, or www.balfolk.co.nz/golden_bay.

Easter <

Store Opening Hours

Friday 18 April CLOSED
Saturday 19 April 9 AM -3 PM
Sunday 20 April 9AM-1PM
Monday 21 April 9AM-1PM

Keep an eye out for our Easter
Weekend Specials

Details on our Golden Bay
Hammer Hardware Facebook
page and In Store

POP UP SHOP

HOMEWARE & DECOR

65 COMMERCIAL STREET
TAKAKA

LANTERNS
MIRRORS
LIGHTING
ART
THROWS
OCCASIONAL CHAIRS
CONCRETE SIDE TABLES

and much much more

OPEN 9am
EASTER SATURDAY
ONWARDS

65 COMMERCIAL STREET
TAKAKA
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Good Friday - 18 April
CLOSED

Saturday - 19* April
8:00am - 7:00pm

Easter Sunday - 20* April
CLOSED

Easter Monday - 21st April
8:00am - 7:00pm

(f‘reshchoice takaka

EASTER HOURS

Good Friday 18th April - CLOSED
Saturday 19th April - OPEN 8-12
Sunday 20th CLOSED

Easter Monday 21st - CLOSED

We will enjoy some sweet as
chill time, we hope you do too!!
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BOOK GIVEAWAY

The winner of a
copy of Al Hughes'
new book is:

Steve Clougher

Congratulations,
we'll be in touch.

GOLDEN BAY PREMIX

SERVICING GOLDEN BAY FROM GOLDEN BAY

PHONE: 03 5259843 EMAIL: CONCRETE®@SOLLYS.CO.NZ

LETTERSTOTHE EDITOR

The GB Weekly welcomes letters to the editor. Please email
your letter to us at admin@gbweekly.co.nz by 12pm Tuesday.
Include the writer’'s full name, home address and daytime
phone number. Letters will be printed over the name of the
writer; names are withheld only when compelling reasons can
be established. Letters must not exceed 250 words. Letters
that are too long will not be considered. All correspondence
is at the discretion of the manager, who reserves the right to
decline, edit, or abridge letters without explanation or further
discussion. Links to third party websites will not be published.
The views expressed are those of the correspondents and
are not necessarily endorsed or shared by The GB Weekly.

7% GB WEEKLY

PHONE: 027 525 8679 EMAIL: admin@gbweekly.co.nz
OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Wednesday 9am-5pm

USUAL DEADLINE FOR ALL SUBMITTED ITEMS

9am Tuesday.

USUAL DEADLINE FOR ALL ADVERTISING/LETTERS
Noon Tuesday.

LATE SURCHARGE:

Until 4pm on Tuesday (if space available): classified ads $5;
display ads 10% surcharge (min $5).

ARTICLE IDEA OR REQUEST

We welcome your suggestions. Please contact us.

SUBMISSION OF A WHAKAARO
We welcome readers to submit a whakaaro.
Please contact us with your idea first.

AGENT:

Stitch’'n Sew, Room 15, in the Workcentre complex at

84 Commercial Street, Takaka. (Near Trash Palace)

Open Tuesdays and Fridays 10am-4pm or by appointment.

ADVERTISING COSTS:
Classifieds: 60c/word.
Display ads: contact us for details or see the website.

The editor reserves the right to make final decisions on
layout of submitted ads. While every effort is made to
ensure the accuracy of information in this publication, The
GB Weekly does not accept any responsibility for errors or
omissions or for any consequences arising from reliance on
information published. The content of submitted material
is not necessarily endorsed by the owners. Copies can be
bought and we have a subscription service.

www.gbweekly.co.nz n

Chopping blocks appeal

The Golden Bay Axemens Club is a small club that usually
hosts three chopping days each year, our largest being at the
Golden Bay A&P Show.

The A&P Show alone requires about 200 blocks to complete
the programme. Sourcing the wood has become our biggest
headache. We have had generous support from farmers and
contractors over the past few years but so far this year have
been unable to source sufficient wood to run our chopping
events next season. If you have some trees that you think
would be suitable, please contact us. If you have a wind-throw
event please contact us before piling the trees up. The size we
require is 25-50cm diameter; if in doubt, please contact us for
a look. Phone either Brian Godsiff 027 721 9608 or myself on
021 260 1610.

Dave Gowland

Geographical clarification

Just sorting out a small geographical confusion. Recent
articles and correspondence have placed the suddenly famous
Sams Creek in the Cobb Valley. It is not. The Cobb River takes its
head from Lakes Round and Cobb and Chaffey Stream, joining
the Takaka River at the hydroelectric power station. Sams Creek
drains into the Takaka River some miles downstream of this
confluence. Unless the Sams Creek turns back upon itself and
runs uphill over a broad shoulder of the Lockett Range to then
plunge into the Cobb gorge, it can be reliably stated that Sams
Creek is in the Takaka Valley.

Yours pedantically,

Tony Hitchcock

Movie matinees

It would be wonderful to put movies on at the Village
Theatre every afternoon at 2pm which | believe is what
Robin Robilliard is advocating (GBW, 11/4). However, from an
economic perspective, we have to maximise the potential of
our most popular viewing times as much as possible which is
in fact a lot more difficult than it sounds.

Golden Bay has a wide demographic and there is a wide
range of movies and genres to choose from. We try to be fair
by choosing a wide range of films with each film playing two
or threee times on different days and at different times within
the programme. This is a complex task that takes many hours

=

LETTERS

of planning. We know that we will never please everybody all
of the time, and this is our constant battle.

As committee members, we would love nothing more
than a full house for every screening but we know that is not
realistic. It is a huge balancing act just keeping the theatre
open and we are heavily reliant on our patrons, grants, and
general donations to stay alive. Next time you go to The Village
Theatre, look around you. If there are fewer than 25 people
we are losing money. We encourage everybody to use The
Village Theatre as much as possible while it is still here. Plan
ahead using the monthly programme, take advantage of the
generous membership deal and support the upcoming French
Film festival. [Abridged]

Rob Dawson on behalf of The Village Theatre committee

Fab pharmacy

Having just collected my monthly selection of medications
from our local pharmacy | am moved to write a letter of much
appreciation of our pharmacy. | feel we are very lucky indeed
to have one in our remote district. Just imagine the situation
if all our medications had to be ordered over the Hill, and no
helpful pharmacists on hand to answer our queries.

| always feel cheered after a visit to the pharmacy; the staff
are all so friendly and helpful. And a big thank you to John
and Sue for providing such an essential and great service to
our community. How about using a pharmacy gift voucher for
your next birthday buy? No, I'm not getting any commission!

In appreciation,

Anne Gentleman

Genocide in Gaza

When | was in Jerusalem in the early 1980s, there was
Palestine lawyer who | went to see, to voice my concerns of
what | was seeing in the streets of the old city towards the
youth. He invited me to go to Gaza with the United Nations
as an observer of what was happening there. | was taken with
others on a small bus to several refugee camps. We went to
private homes. It was heartbreaking: one young boy had a
stomach that looked like a road map, being so sewn up.

Thisis the first genocide broadcast on TV around the world.

The world needs to speak up!
Aline D'Aoust

See In store, Takaka ITM, Motueka ITM & Nelson ITM
For this month's shed promo

Ts & Cs apply
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Louise chop

Je5 &5
" -
Fe v e

e

" a L -
- ! 4 b g
i . o 6 5
- 4 .\ 3 -I
Ay g e
b ow . e ; )
=k ' 4 | [ ) =
' 5 .1 - s . A \_'-I
i - . - ’ =
‘ O ey VSR - o

i ot : -,

The New Zealand AxeFerns team: nine members, two reserves, plus coach Dave
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McEwan. Louise Nalder is middle front row. Photo: Supplied.

JOYCE WYLLIE

Rockville woman, Louise Nalder, represents New Zealand in
a sport she loves. Her skills have been recognised in selection
for nine-member women's competitive chopping team, the
"AxeFerns". Louise grew up in Rockville and went to Collingwood
Area School before heading to Nelson to study applied fitness.
In Nelson she swapped netball for rugby and played for Tasman
Mako. Moving back to work on Harwood's Upper Takaka dairy
farm, she says:“Steve Winter nagged me to finally give chopping
a go. | fell in love with it and haven't stopped since.”

Louise competed in her first chopping event at the 2020
Golden Bay A&P Show with her sister and friend and confesses:
“we had no idea what we were getting ourselves into” For
the following two years the three women travelled to shows
chopping and having a great time afterwards. After a few
months of underhand chopping she decided to try the standing
event which no other women competed in, although Emma
Riddell of Nelson also began at the same time.

Serious training began, which she loved, and three years
later the women's standing championship was included in the
Stihl Timbersports for the first time. “There is so much growth
to happen in the woman's side of the sport and it's awesome
to be a part of it,” Louise reflects.

By the start of 2025 Louise was chopping at her best level
yet, as well as gaining selection for the Axeferns to compete
against Australia. Coming firstin the standing block event, third

Land Surveying

MOHUA UENUKUSURVEYING
Drone Survey
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Alexis Bourgeois |

Ph: 021 023 91364 alexistkkhc@gmail.com
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Bowater

Hyundai « Isuzu « Renault

in the underhand and fourth overall at Stihl gave her necessary
confidence. In the AxeFerns’ challenge against the Australian
Jillaroos at Waimate, Louise competed in double saw and chops.
The New Zealand team “were so close but couldn't quite beat
them,” she says.

Looking back, Louise considers the highlight not to be
personal results but being part of development of the women's
sport.“It wasn't long ago most women only sawed with partners
or chopped one or two logs.”

After her next baby is born, Louise's planis to start learning to
chop in the springboard competitions, cutting the whole block
from one side instead of coming down and going up the other.

She trains in the gym three times a week, runs when she
can, with most of her chopping training in competition season
from August to December. Gear is important as “that does 90
per cent of the work for you”. A new saw costs around $5000
and an axe around $1200.

She is grateful to all the people who put effort into her
training over the years, and says “the whole environment of the
sport is positive, you will struggle to find a more encouraging
group of people.” The Golden Bay Axeman's club is strong and
Louise encourages anyone interested in the sport to get in touch
with Dave Gowland.“You are guaranteed to have fun and, like
myself, you have no idea where the sport can take you.”

Takaka Refrigeration & Air Conditioning

Heat pump supply, installs, servicing.
Commercial installations. Cool room supply and service.
Vehicle Air Conditioning.
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The all new Hyundai TUCSON hybrid is here
right now and ready for you to take a test

drive at our dealership this week.

We’re excited to offer this launch special:

YEAR SERVICE
PLAN

3

Terms & conditions and fees apply. Finance offer is optional.

YEAR FINANCE
AT 7.9%

Corner of Rutherford & Hardy Streets. Nelson
Call us on 03 545 8032 for more information.
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Happy Easter...

CopRice
Working Dog
Adult Beef
20 kg

Normally $99.95
s8ges

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-5PM | SAT 9AM-12PM
PHONE: (3 525 7891

SHOP ONLINE: https://store.pggwrightson.co.nz/
Ts & Cs apply. See online catalogue for full details and dates.

Layer Pellets

20 kg $1.50/kg

Golden Bay LTD | Servicing all of the Tasman region
TG |027 688 5699 office |5259582 office@tgcontracting.co.nz
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