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Special Education Contact Information 

YOUR SCHOOL CONTACT FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

District: Please add the following information to this section: 
Special Education Director: 
Phone number: 
Email address: 
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Ohio Department of Education and Workforce Contact for Special Education 
25 S. Front St., Mail Stop 409, Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone: 614-466-2650 j Toll-Free: 877-644-6338 j Fax: 614-728-1097 
Email: Exceptionalchildren@education.ohio.gov 
TTY: Ohio Relay Service, 800-750-0750 
Additional Contact Information 

Contact-Information 
Your local State Support Team (Region# ________ _ 
at phone# ________ _ 
The parent and family consultant at the State Support Team will work with you. Check to 
see if your school district has a local parent mentor.This information can be found at 

A parent mentor provides information and support to families of a child with a disability 
and school districts. The parent mentor is a district employee and also a parent of a child 
with a disability. 
My Parent Mentor is: ______________________ _ 
https:/ /parentmentor.osu.edu/ 

Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities (OCECD) 
The OCECD is a statewide nonprofit organization that serves families of infants, 
toddlers, children and youth with disabilities in Ohio, and educators and agencies 
who provide services to them. OCECD' s programs help parents become informed and 
effective representatives for their children in all educational settings. 

For more information, contact the OCECD at (740) 382-5452 
or visit the OCECD website at: www.ocecd.org 

Disability Rights Ohio is a non-profit corporation with a mission to advocate for the 
human, civil and legal rights of people with disabilities in Ohio.Since October 2012, 
Disability Rights Ohio has served as Ohio's Protection and Advocacy (P&A) system 
and Client Assistance Program (CAP). It is governed by a Board of Directors, primarily 
consisting of people with disabilities and family members of people with disabilities. For 
more information call 614-466-7264 or 1-800-282-9181 during intake hours of Monday­
Friday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

You can also send a letter at: 

Disability Rights Ohio I Attn: Intake j 200 Civic Center Dr. I Columbus, Ohio 43215 
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https://ohiosurrogateparent.org/
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Special-Education/Federal-and-State-Requirements/Ohio-Required-and-Optional-Forms-Updated/PR-01-Prior-Written-Notice-to-Parents-2024.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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Evaluation Roadmap for Families with Children ages 3-21 
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FERPA 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, or 
FERP A, provides parents with certain parental rights 
regarding their children's education records. This guide 
provides general information on a parent's rights under 
FERPA. 

It gives these rights to custodial and noncustodial 
parents alike unless there is a court order, which is a 
legally binding document, or State law, that explicitly 
denies their rights. When a student reaches 18 years 
of age or attends an institution of postsecondary 
education at any age, they become an "eligible student," 
and all rights under FERP A transfer from the parent to 
the student. 

Given that the target audience for this document is 
parents, this guide is intended to discuss parents' 
rights under FERP A. Under FERP A, the term "parent" 
means a parent of a student and includes a natural 
parent, a guardian, or an individual acting as a parent 
in the absence of a parent or guardian. A companion 
document discussing eligible students' rights 
under FERP A is available on our website at: https:// 
studentprivacy.ed.gov /resources/ eligible-student 
-guide-family-educational-rights-and-privacy-act-ferpa 

FERP A is a Federal law administered by the Student 
Privacy Policy Office (SPPO) in the U.S. Department of 
Education (Department). FERPA protects "education 
records," which are generally defined as records that 
are directly related to a student and maintained by an 
educational agency or institution or by a party acting 
for the agency or institution. An "educational agency 

or institution," referred to as a "school," generally 
means a school district, a public elementary or 
secondary school, or an institution of postsecondary 
education, such as a college or university. There are 
also a few exceptions to the definition of 
education records, such as law enforcement and sole 
possession records. More information is available at: 
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/faq/what-records-are­
exempted-f erpa 

FERP A applies to schools that receive funding under 
any program administered by the U.S. Department 
of Education. Private and faith-based schools at the 
elementary and secondary levels generally do not 
receive such funding and are, therefore, usually not 
subject to FERP A. 

In addition, the confidentiality of personally 
identifiable information (PII) in the education records 
of children with disabilities is further protected by Part 
B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) (20 U.S.C. 1417(c) and 34 CPR§§ 300.610-
300.626). 

These regulations contain confidentiality provisions 
similar to, but broader than, FERP A. The IDEA-FERP A 
crosswalk contains additional information comparing 
IDEA and FERP A and is available at: 

https:// studentprivacy.ed.gov /resources/ferpaidea­
crosswalk 
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https://www.ocecd.org/Downloads/Requesting%20Extended%20School%20Year%20(ESY).pdf
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https://dodd.ohio.gov/about-us/resources/dodd-toolkit-guardianship
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/9389643c-efcf-4ef2-8d8c-53c197936f78/dd_chosen_representative-Form.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-9389643c-efcf-4ef2-8d8c-


GUARDIANSHIP 

Parents are already the guardians of their children until their 18th birthday; therefore, guardianship is only 
established for individuals over the age of 18. The process can begin before the 18th birthday, usually at 17 years 
and six months at the earliest. 

To establish guardianship of an adult, the person must be considered incompetent. This is a legal determination. 
A person is considered incompetent if they are incapable of taking proper care of themselves or their property. 

A guardianship cannot be established without an expert evaluation, completed by a medical professional, stating 
that the proposed ward is "incompetent." 

If you, as the parent, choose to pursue guardianship, the transfer of parental rights at the age of majority may not 
apply. 

Disability 
Rights oH,o

https://www.disabilityrightsohio.org/ guardianship-frequently-asked­
questions#some 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Department of 
Education & 
Workforce 

Department of 
Education & 
Workforce 

Department of 
Education & 
Workforce 

School House Connection An Interview Checklist for Supporting School 
Selection and An Interview Checklist for Supporting School Selection: 
Unaccompanied Youth. 

I Learn More 

Ohio Department of Education and Workforce Ohio's Attendance Laws 

I Learn More 

Homeless-Youth/Liaisons/Identification Eligibility and Enrollment 

I Learn More 

Students Experiencing Homelessness 

I Learn More 
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/interview-checklists-for-supporting-school-selection#parents
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Chronic-Absenteeism
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Homeless-Youth
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships
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