Winter Carpet Care: How
to Protect Your Floors
from Salt and Mud

Keep your home clean, cozy, and damage-free this winter with
simple, effective carpet protection strategies.



Why Winter Is Tough on

Your Carpets

Daily Tracking

Salt, slush, and mud get
tracked indoors multiple
times a day during winter
months.

Moisture Problems

Fiber Damage

Salt residue causes
discoloration and breaks
down carpet fibers over
time.

Untreated moisture leads to unpleasant odors and potential

mold growth.



Step 1— Create a Strong Entry Defense

The best way to protect your carpets is to stop dirt and salt before they ever reach your floors.

Stop Dirt at the Door

e Place heavy-duty mats inside and outside every

entryway to trap debris

e Use waterproof boot trays to contain wet shoes and
boots

e Encourage a "no shoes indoors" policy for family and
guests

o Keep extra slippers near the door for convenience




Step 2 — Act Fast on Spills
and Slush

Immediate Response

aS Blot up melted snow and water as soon as you notice it
to prevent deep penetration.
Proper Technique

D Use a clean, absorbent towel and press firmly. Never

rub, as this pushes moisture deeper.

Absorb Excess

@ Sprinkle baking soda over damp areas to absorb
lingering moisture and prevent odors.




Step 3 — Combat Salt Stains the Right Way

Salt stains are one of winter's biggest carpet enemies, but you can neutralize them with simple household ingredients.

Your Salt-Fighting Formula

1. Mix equal parts white vinegar and warm water in a spray bottle
Lightly spray the affected area without saturating the carpet

Blot gently with a clean towel until the stain lifts
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Rinse with plain water and blot dry thoroughly

[ Important: Avoid over-wetting your carpet, as excess
moisture can damage padding and promote mold growth.




Step 4 — Vacuum More
Often During Winter
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Increase Frequency Target Key Zones

Vacuum high-traffic areas at Focus extra attention on

least twice a week during snowy entryways, hallways, and areas
months to remove embedded where people naturally walk after
dirt and salt crystals. coming inside.

03

Maintain Your Machine

Empty your vacuum filter or bag frequently for optimal suction
power and cleaning effectiveness.




Step 5 — Manage Moisture and Humidity

Controlling indoor moisture levels is essential for preventing mold, mildew, and musty odors in your carpets throughout

winter.

Improve Air Circulation

Use fans or crack open windows
occasionally, even in winter, to
promote healthy air flow and
reduce trapped moisture.

Control Humidity

Run a dehumidifier if your home
feels damp or stuffy, especially
in basements or rooms with less
ventilation.

Dry Thoroughly

After cleaning or dealing with

snow melt, ensure carpets are
completely dry before normal

foot traffic resumes.



Step 6 — Schedule a Mid-Winter Cleaning

Don't Wait Until Spring

A professional deep cleaning halfway through winter removes
accumulated salt, bacteria, and embedded grime that regular
vacuuming can't reach.

e Extracts deep-set salt and mineral deposits
e Protects carpet fibers from long-term degradation

o Eliminates bacteria and allergens trapped in pile

e Leaves your entire home smelling fresh and clean

Think of it as preventive maintenance that pays off in extended
carpet life and better indoor air quality.




Step 7 — Protect Your Investment

$2K+ 5-10 $200

Replacement Cost Extended Years Annual Care
Average cost to replace carpeting in Additional lifespan gained through Typical yearly investment in
a standard-sized room regular winter maintenance professional cleaning and prevention

Regular winter carpet care is one of the smartest investments you can make as a homeowner. It prevents expensive
repairs and replacements, maintains your home's appearance and value, and keeps your living space looking beautiful
year-round. A little prevention now saves significant money later.



Your 5-Minute Winter Carpet Care Reference

Bookmark this quick checklist for easy winter maintenance success:
1 Deploy Entry Barriers

Heavy-duty mats inside and outside doors, plus boot trays for wet footwear

2 Immediate Cleanup

Blot up snow and mud the moment you spot them—speed is your ally

3 Neutralize Salt

Treat salt stains promptly with a vinegar-water solution and gentle blotting

4 Vacuum Regularly

Hit high-traffic areas at least twice weekly during the snowy season

5 Professional Deep Clean

Schedule a mid-winter cleaning to refresh and protect your carpets



Keep Your Home Warm
and Your Carpets
Beautiful This Winter

Take Action Today Ask About Protection
Book your winter carpet Inquire about professional
cleaning now to protect your salt-stain prevention

floors before the worst treatments and fiber
weather arrives. protection services.

Enjoy the Season

Relax and enjoy a cleaner, cozier, healthier home all winter long.

Your carpets work hard to keep your home comfortable—give them
the care they deserve this winter season.




