
THE MYSTICAL ORTHODOX EXPERIENCE 

AND THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV 

The works of Fyodor Dostoevsky and Tolstoy have as their most 

prominent influence the esoteric teachings and philosophies of the Russian 

Orthodox tradition. Very few people schooled in the Western tradition can 

appreciate the depth and meaning of experience that is taught in the mystical 

tradition of the Russian faith. The fundamental teachings of the traditional 

mystical orthodoxy are very different from the traditional biblical teachings of 

the Western cultures. This difference between the cultures is a result of a long 

and tortured history. 

Early Christianity divided itself into two main theologies, the Roman or 

Western tradition and the Orthodox or Eastern tradition. While the Roman 

version of Christianity evolved into an official state religion, the eastern 

tradition maintained the central tenet that, "God became human so that we 

might be made God".i The orthodox tradition teaches a form of self-deification, 

a process of spiritual development through prayer as opposed to the Western 

belief that one may only come to God's grace through the church itself. 

During the fourteenth century, the center of the Orthodox faith, 

the city of Constantinople fell to the Muslim based Ottoman Empire. It was 

during this period that Russia believed itself to be the "New Rome" and the 




















