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31 COMMENTS

Dino Vercotti   1 month ago

In terms of breadth, depth, and knowledge of all appellations and producers both big and

small, this the best wine store in the UWS, and one of the best in the city. We are

extremely lucky to have them. If you’re looking for $8 chards then go to New Jersey.

5  Reply

David Weiser   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Thank you Dino for your kind words and support.

David Weiser

6Wine.com

0  Reply

Peter   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Lucky to have overpriced wine shop because archaic state laws limit who can

sell wine or liquor?

1  Reply

Gofenb   1 month ago

  Reply to  

No need to travel to buy reasonably priced wine when you can buy it on line

and have it delivered.

0  Reply

Jon Diamond   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Why not support local businesses so the neighborhood retains some character?

3  Reply

David Weiser   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Jon thank you for insight and your tremendous support for small business.

Without small business we would live in a very different community

including endless empty storefronts. Small business builds a strong

connection to community.

David Weiser

67wine.com

3  Reply

GiveMeCake   1 month ago

  Reply to  

What are the metrics used in your assessment?

0  Reply

Adam T   1 month ago

  Reply to  

What is your problem? Maybe take advantage of one of the dispensaries in the

neighborhood to chill you out.

I’ve been shopping at 67 Wine for 30+ years and it is indeed a very good wine

shop. Congratulations and many thanks to the Weiser family and their staff for

years of good service.

1  Reply

David Weiser   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Thank you also Adam for your kind words and support.

David Weiser

67Wine.com

0  Reply

JRosen   1 month ago

Wesier or Weiser?

0  Reply

Ann Cooper   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Weiser—it’s fixed now.

0  Reply

Sarah   1 month ago

That’s quite a photo! Especially as if it looks like the whole UWS has lined up to buy

GALLONS of wine.

1  Reply

David Weiser   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Sarah yes a different time and era. But thankfully even in 2026 our Upper West

Side leadership and community ensures our small time feel in the world’s best

city on the planet.

1  Reply

Bill Williams   1 month ago

I believe they own the building. Perhaps one reason that Thomas drug has survived.

They are the last survivors from the 70s. Maloney Grocery, Climax Hardware, The Red

Baron, Emerald Inn, Goidrich, Lenge, Rikyu and so many more all gone

3  Reply

BJJK   1 month ago

I had no idea they’ve been here this long. I came here in the early ‘90s and have been

going there since then. I’m a wine moron so I really rely on their keen expertise.

1  Reply

Max   1 month ago

My favorite wine shop in the UWS is Amsterdam Wine Co. Super knowledgeable staff,

regular free tastings, wine parties, and fun witchy vibes.

1  Reply

Joe   1 month ago

All the wine and alcohol stores have been replaced by smoke and pot shops.

0  Reply

Ish Kabibble   29 days ago

  Reply to  

Simply false.

1  Reply

Dino Vercotti   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Maybe above 86th St., but below, there are MANY very good wine stores and

they’re thriving: 67Wine, Beacon, Acker, Amsterdam Wine Co., Corks on

Columbus, Le French Wine Shop, Central Wines to name but a few.

2  Reply

DenaliBoy   1 month ago

I don’t drink wine or spirits but wish the Weiner family continued success

1  Reply

David Weiser   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Thank you DenaliBoy – much appreciated.

David Weiser

67Wine.com

1  Reply

Peter   1 month ago

The entire wine and liquor store business in NYC is a scam. Why can’t other businesses

sell wine? Why is Trader Joe’s limited to one wine shop in the entire state? They don’t

have any. So you can’t buy Charles Shaw in NY or CT and in only two shops in all of NJ.

The lobbying groups ensure less selection and higher prices. Typical NYC nonsense.

0  Reply

Justin Bates   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Peter, it’s not a scam. Every state has different laws regulating the sale of

Alcohol. Some states only allow sales through government run stores, some

split wine from liquor, some split liquor off from wine and beer, some have “dry

counties” and very restrictive Sunday sales laws or outright prohibition on that

day…

In NYS no company/person is allowed more than one license. This is by design

to curb monopolistic practices and give the “little guy” a chance at competing.

Liquor stores can’t sell beer/mixers/ice etc. That’s the grocery lobby keeping

that in force.

No scam, no conspiracy, just modest regulation of a controlled substance.

1  Reply

Carmella Ombrella   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Hah. You think that’s a problem, try buying wine or spirits in Philadelphia,

where they are only sold in stores owned and operated by the State of

Pennsylvania. Formerly called (duh) State Stores, they have been re-branded as

Fine Wine and Good Spirits, but their selections and prices are still controlled

by the bureaucrats in Harrisburg.

0  Reply

J.L. Rivers   1 month ago

There’s a cheese shop called 67 Gourmet just a few blocks north from 67 Wine that I

believe is owned by them as well. They have a very nice selection.

0  Reply

David Weiser   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Thank you J.L. Rivers for your kind words and support.

Yes this is a separate business opened approximately four years ago at 194

Columbus Avenue.

0  Reply

Dino Vercotti   1 month ago

That’s not a scam. It’s a lawful measure meant to protect small business in the state. And

it’s working. Want Charles Shaw? Like I said in my earlier post, go to new Jersey.

1  Reply

uwsmom   1 month ago

I always want to love this store since I live a block away, but my experience is the

opposite of what is described. Sure. they’re nice once I’m checking out, but no one is

open and encouraging when I’m looking around- unless I know exactly what I want. Vs.

last night I had to pick up wine for book club and stopped at Beacon on my way- the guy

there asked me so many great questions including what we’re eating. He picked

something perfect for a good price and everyone loved it. If I did that at 67th street wine,

they’d be annoyed and maybe even roll their eyes at me.

1  Reply

Robin Kegley   1 month ago

I was born and raised on West 67th when the “67” was located on the NE corner of 67th

St., a street level storefront in a three story walk up. It was the first store front as you

turned that corner. (next to the ^67″ St. Laundry) towards Central Park West. That was

during the mid-1950s to early 1960s when the business was known, unpretentiously as

“The 67 St. Liquor Store”., the simplicity of its name bearing its location. Cultural shifts

with the completion of Lincoln Center, transitioned to the more upscale residents

moving in as reflected in the “67 St. Wine and Spirits” rebranding in the late 1960’s when

the store moved to its current location,– replacing one of the best lunch counters in all

the five boroughs (the owners retired to Miami Beach). The former Lincoln Sq.

neighborhood in the 1940s- 1960s was a haven for theatre, TV & radio personalities. If

only those sales & delivery and account records had been archived!

1  Reply

David Weiser   1 month ago

  Reply to  

Thank you Robin well documented.

David Weiser

67Wine.com

1  Reply

Ian Alterman   1 month ago

This photo is simply not complete without the curmudgeonly cigar-chomping bookseller

outside. 

0  Reply

A photo of the storefront from the early 1970s hangs on a wall in 67Wine. Photos by Saul Dennis

By Saul Dennis

How a region’s soil, climate, atmosphere, and traditions affect a wine’s taste is
something wine cognoscenti call terroir. For the past 80 years, a similar concept
has been at work on the Upper West Side.

The result isn’t a wine; rather, it’s a wine shop – one that has grown successful by
embracing the terroir of the neighborhood.

67Wine is located at West 68  Street and Columbus Avenue (more on the 68-67
name mismatch later). “From the start, in 1941, my great grandparents wanted to
reflect the diverse nature of the community,” says David Weiser, the fourth
generation of the family to run the business, along with his father, Bernie.

For example, the store’s broad inventory reflects the neighborhood’s kaleidoscope of

taste, culture, and cuisine. The shop boasts thousands of wines and hundreds of

liquors. Vintages from France, Spain, and other familiar regions are well-represented,

of course, but so are unexpected wine regions, including Morocco, Lebanon, and

Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Next up: a planned exploration of wines from Ecuador will expand the offerings from

less-obvious sources.

Lebanon, Morocco, and Bosnia and Herzegovina are among the lesser-known regions represented at 67Wine.

“It’s unique, a neighborhood store big enough to cater to many different tastes,”
says Rand Sieger, a 67Wine salesperson. “Younger people looking for natural wines,
organic wines, orange wines, along with an older group who want traditional
varieties.”

Still, the heart of the relationship between store and community is something
more than an impressive inventory.

“Upper West Side people like a broad range of prices, items, and they like a lot of
customer attention,” said Patricia, a local writing instructor and long-time 67Wine
patron. “The shop is very Upper West Side.”

Paula, another customer, echoed the sentiment. Happily buying a bottle of Dom
Perignon for a birthday celebration — her own — she let the Rag know, “My friends
and I, this neighborhood, demand good service, and this store has very good
service.” (Happy birthday, Paula.)

Will, originally from Brazil, has frequented 67Wine for three years. Gently rocking a
baby carriage while scanning the shelves, he added (quietly, lest he disturb the
baby), “The store reflects the neighborhood vibe. It’s inviting.”

There’s a reason for that. Several, really. The staff, like the community they serve,
is quite diverse. The shop proudly had female and minority managers long before
that was common. Today, 67Wine employees hail from close to home and around
the world, including Ivory Coast, Senegal, and Trinidad.

67Wine employees Maggie, Debra, and Bart have a combined 48 years of work experience with the company.

And once they come to 67Wine, employees tend to stay. Debra, a salesperson who
prefers her last name not be used, has been with the shop a decade. Her colleague
Rand Sieger has worked there 13 years.

The camaraderie born of these long tenures is something the neighborhood
appears to value. “The store is different from other wine shops,” says customer
Matt. “Like the neighborhood, it’s friendly. People seem to like each other.” A
regular, Matt calls the staff by their first names and says his trust in the shop is so
strong that he doesn’t bother comparing prices with other wine stores.

Bart Hopkins, who’s worked at 67Wine for 27 years, notes that “The Upper West
Side has a very sophisticated palate, yet there are still echoes of the bohemian.”

The neighborhood’s collective, eclectic palate drives another practice central to
the 67Wine experience: The salespeople are also the shop’s buyers.

“We have a vested interest in selling wines we feel people would like to drink,” says
Hopkins.  (Notice that word feel, not simply think.) “I feel connected to the wines…
look at them as my children.”

Wine buyer/salesman Jeremiah Charles started as a stockroom worker a decade ago at 67Wine.

Jeremiah Charles, who started in the basement stockroom 10 years ago and is now
a salesperson/buyer, describes the connection this way: “When I recommend
something to someone, and they come back and say ‘thanks,’ that makes my day,
reassures me that all the education and courses are worth it.”

David Weiser, a member of the fourth generation of the family that runs 67Wine, left a legal career to join his father
in the business. 

Meeting the needs of a community that co-owner David Weiser describes as “full
of artists, highly educated people, life-long learners” is also why 67Wine
salespeople are credentialed from organizations like the Wine & Spirits Trust and
the Institute of Culinary Education.

“We specifically want to engage the curiosity of our customers and deconstruct
the snobbery of wine,” says Oscar Garcia Monacada, who leads the shop’s Behind
the Label: Somm Series. The program features talks and tastings of wines chosen
for their distinct craftsmanship, quality, and value. As he puts it, “Sharing interests
makes customers friends of 67Wine.”

An ongoing dialogue between shop and community? That’s terroir in action.

Christine, a regular who’s lived just a few blocks from 67Wine for 42 years, says the
shop is “a staple…one of the few places that has remained.”

A place that has remained. A store whose offerings, staff, and way of doing
business mirror the diversity and sense of history that define the UWS. This
explains a lot about 67Wine’s staying power.

Still, terroir doesn’t explain the mismatched name (67Wine) and address (West 68
Street). We had to ask. “Oh, my great grandfather, Sam, just thought 67 sounded
better than 68,” said Weiser, with a grin.

Subscribe to West Side Rag’s FREE email newsletter here. And you can Support the
Rag here.
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